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Rethink urged on
visa clamp plan
Email: gdnnews@gdn.com.bh

By GHAZI ALSHEHABI

PARLIAMENT has been
warned against imposing
tough new restrictions on
people from specific countries obtaining Bahraini
visas, with the Interior
Ministry warning it could
spark a diplomatic row.
MPs are due to vote on the
proposal on Tuesday, after it
received the backing of parliament’s foreign affairs, defence
and national security committee.
It follows concerns about
“immoral behaviour” by some
expats, but the Interior Ministry
has urged parliament in writing
against penalising entire communities for the activities of a few
individuals.
“These cases of immoral and
illegal activities are the works of
individuals and are not a phenomenon that requires the suspension
or revision of visas for certain nationalities,” said the ministry.
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Crunch vote on cyber security HQ
A PLAN to set up a centre dedicated
to tackling cyber crime in Bahrain
will be debated by MPs.
Parliament is set to vote on the new
Cyber Security Centre, which will be
tasked with protecting government
networks from electronic attacks.
The centre would also help members of the public who fall victims to
cyber crime and raise awareness of
online threats.
“Bahrain is facing significant challenges in terms of network security,
Internet service provider infrastruc-

ture, information conservation and
processing,” said parliament’s foreign affairs, defence and national security committee vice-chairman MP
Khalifa Al Ghanem, who is spearheading the proposal.
“Setting up a Cyber Security Centre will help monitor and address cyber threats before they occur.
“The centre will also receive complaints of citizens and help them in
the event of a security breach, in addition to raising awareness.”
The committee is recommending

that MPs approve the plan, with a
vote expected on Tuesday.
“The subject matter of the proposal is of utmost importance to the
Information Communications Technology (ICT) sector and all other
economic sectors,” stated the Transportation and Telecommunications
Ministry in writing.
“With regards to the telecommunications sector, we are working with
the Telecommunications Regulatory
Authority to ensure that all companies in the sector are ready to use the

best global systems and technology
to protect the security of telecommunication networks.”
The GDN previously reported that
the Bahraini government dealt with
over 23 million malware messages from Iranian hackers in the first
quarter of 2017.
Around 23,000 cyber attacks on
the country’s systems were also registered in the first quarter of 2017, a
trend that continued throughout the
year.

New Muharraq
bridge designs
‘almost ready’

Safeguard
“Such an action would put
a strain on the diplomatic relationships between Bahrain and
the other countries that these restraints affect and might impact
Bahrain’s interests abroad.”
However, the head of the parliamentary committee backing
the move claims it was necessary
to safeguard Bahraini society.
“It has been noted that much
immoral behaviour has been observed, especially through granting visas to some nationalities,”
said committee chairman Abdulla
Bin Howail.
“They (some expats) exploit
these privileges and engage in
prohibited activities that violate
the laws and regulations of the
country, which causes great harm
to Bahraini society.
“For the benefit and interests
of Bahrain, it is necessary to reconsider visas granted to visitors
of some nationalities who are
constantly involved in immoral
cases in Bahrain in general.”
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Club proposed
A NEW cultural and sports club
could be built in Arad.
It is one of 10 proposals MPs
will debate on Tuesday.
Others include converting the
roundabout next to Dana Mall
into an intersection with traffic lights and the expansion of
all roads next to it, as well as
transferring the management and
maintenance of all public parks
to the private sector.
Another topic up for debate is
the appointment of an environment specialist at the Council
of Tenders and Auctions, which
evaluates development projects.
There is also a proposal to
increase the scientific research
budget of Bahrain university by
100 per cent.
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Homecoming concert by top singer
PLATINuM-SELLINg singer-songwriter
James Arthur enthralled fans in Bahrain
last night in what was a homecoming concert at Bahrain Bay.
It was part of the 2018 Spring of Culture festival, with the uK X Factor winner
performing his top hits to a packed crowd.
Hours before the concert, organised by
the Economic Development Board, the
British performer posted an emotional
message on Instagram in which he ex-

plained the significance of his return to
Bahrain – where he lived for four years.
He was a student at the British School of
Bahrain (BSB) when he realised his dream
of becoming a musician.
“16 years ago me and my family were
plucked from nothing and taken to this
beautiful island when my mum met a guy
who got a job here and we lived a life of
luxury,” he posted on Instagram yesterday.
“A few years later they divorced and 5

of us were dumped back in to a 2 bedroom
house in working-class Redcar, I remember being distraught.
“I promised myself I’d make it back one
day and here I am about to perform in The
kingdom of Bahrain tonight! The pearl of
the gulf! You couldn’t write it,” the singer
said.
“It’s good to be back,” he said during his
performance.

DESIgNS for a BD94 million
bridge connecting Busaiteen and
Manama will be completed next
month, according to the Works,
Municipalities Affairs and urban
Planning Ministry.
Plans are detailed in a written
response to parliament from minister Essam Khalaf.
“The goal of the project is to
connect Muharraq to Manama
through a 150m bridge, which
is 90m above the sea level, that
has five lanes in both directions
connecting (Busaiteen) to Bahrain
Bay,” said Mr Khalaf.
The design is expected to be
completed by April 13.
He said other projects in the
design phase include expansions
and upgrades of several roads and
intersections in Jasra, Budaiya,
Janabiya, Arad and other areas.
There is also a project to expand
the Tubli sewage treatment plant to
boost its capacity from 200,000sqm
a day to 400,000sqm a day.
Mr Khalaf also detailed projects
completed in 2017, which included
paving new roads in several parts
of Bahrain and spending nearly
BD7m maintaining existing roads.
As for sewage networks, several
projects worth a total of BD7.6m
were completed in Saar, Zinj, Dair,
Sanad, A’ali and Riffa.
He also highlighted projects that
are underway, such as converting
the Alba roundabout into an intersection.
“The project aims to turn the
Alba roundabout into an intersection that has three levels to it,” said
Mr Khalaf. “On the ground level
there will an intersection that runs
off traffic lights with a flyover that
that has three lanes going in each
direction,” he said.
The BD50,983,700 project is 42
per cent complete and is estimated
to be ready by December 1.
The GDN previously reported
that 78 tenders worth BD31m were
awarded last year in all infrastructure fields.

